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LUCY SAW CENTRE ASSOCIATION 
Statement 

HON KLARA ANDRIC (South Metropolitan) [5.28 pm]: I rise today to put on record my thanks to an incredible 
organisation I had the privilege of presenting a $175 000 Lotterywest grant to last Monday, 9 August. The recipient 
of the Lotterywest grant was the Lucy Saw Centre Association, which is a not-for-profit community service 
organisation that does so much for the most vulnerable people in our state. For four decades, the Lucy Saw Centre 
has been an invaluable part of our community, operating services, such as the Andrea Mia refuge, that support women 
and children experiencing violence, with assistance available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The Andrea Mia 
refuge was opened in December 2020 by Hon Simone McGurk. It was named Andrea Mia in tribute to the late 
Andrea Pickett, who was killed by her husband in 2009 in appalling circumstances. 
The facilities at the refuge provide women and children fleeing domestic violence with the services they need and 
include support through crisis accommodation, assistance with counselling, housing matters, employment opportunities 
and much more. During my visit last Monday, I had the opportunity to see the facilities at the refuge centre 
firsthand and talk with the frontline staff. I want to acknowledge and thank the staff at the Andrea Mia refuge who 
work tirelessly to protect women and children escaping domestic violence. These refuge centres provide victims 
with a safe place to call home. Fully equipped homes or units often bring some form of normality and independence 
to the families during very difficult times. I was surprised, but quite pleased, to see that the Andrea Mia refuge allowed 
pets. As members will understand, this is quite important for children who are fleeing really terrible circumstances. 
The extra burden of having to leave pets behind is quite traumatic. It was nice to see that the facility accommodates 
pets as well. I spent quite a bit of time talking to staff about the difficult tasks that they have to address, which 
include a range of issues that are often very complex. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the CEO of the Lucy Saw Centre, Anne Moore. After meeting 
Anne, I was touched by her commitment and passion in this area, providing women and children with a safe space 
and treating them with the respect and dignity that they deserve. 
I am pleased to see the McGowan government’s commitment to supporting the great work that groups such as this 
do, and combating domestic violence. I am also pleased to see that the government has committed $60 million 
over the next four years, with a focus on getting victims out of abusive environments and into new accommodation, 
tightening legal protections for survivors and educating young people about respectful behaviour in the home. As 
we all know, violence against anyone is unacceptable. We need to promote equal and respectful relationships as 
the norm. The McGowan government does not shy away from the evidence that says when it comes to family and 
domestic violence, women and children are overwhelmingly over-represented. We have made stopping the cycle of 
abuse our priority. With a track record of achievements and investment in family and domestic violence, including 
appointing WA’s first dedicated minister, we continue to build on the $76 million investment we made in the first 
term of this portfolio with a $60 million expansion to combat the scourge of family and domestic violence in our 
second term. 
I would like to thank Hon Simone McGurk, our first dedicated Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic 
Violence, who is making strides in this area, launching a long-term strategy to combat family and domestic violence 
across WA. Supporting women and children’s healing and recovery from domestic violence is a difficult task but 
it is one that the Lucy Saw Centre has done and continues to do incredibly well. I thank the centre for that.  
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